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British Medical Association. 


The Demand for an Increased Capitation Fee. | 
In the reply given by the Insurance Commissioners on 
February 19th to the demand for an increased capitation 
fee for insurance practitioners, Sir Edwin Cornwall stated 
that that part of the case for increased remuneration 
which was based on the increased cost of living ‘ must 
be examined not as specially affecting insurance adminis- 
tration, but as relating to similar applications from other 
sections of the community, and therefore to be decided in 
accordance With the general policy of the Government in 
dealing with applications of the kind.” Upon this point 
the Insurance Acts Committee recently approached the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, requesting an authoritative 
explanation of the Government’s policy, for the informa- 
tion of the forthcoming special conference of Local Medical 
and Panel. Committees on, April 11th., Mr. Bonar Law 


‘consented: to’ receive a deputation at the Treasury on 


Friday, March 15th, to discuss this matter." 


A Ministry of Health, 

On March 13th, in the House of Commons, Mr. Bonar 
Law stated that although he could not then make 
any statement as to the intention of the Government to 
proceed with a bill this session for the establishment of a 
Ministry of Health, it was hoped that agreement would 
be arrived at as to the setting up of such a Ministry. On 
the same day Dr. Addison, Minister of Reconstruction, 
received members of the Ministry of Health Committee of 
the British’ Medical Association, and discussed with them 
the proposals contained in a draft bill of which he is in 
charge. 


Travelling Expenses of Members of Panel Committees. 

Under the provisions of Section 41 (2) of the National 
Health Insurance Act, 1918, it is now possible for payment 
to be made, out of the statutory levy, of the travelling 
expenses (including subsistence) of members of Panel 
Committees attending meetings of such committees or 
any subcommittees thereof. 


INSURANCE. 


NATIONAL INSURANCE, 1914-17. 
ENGLAND. 
(Concluded from page 21.) 
Tue extra work imposed on Insurance Committees in 
dealing with enlistments and discharges from the forces 
and the entry into insurance of new workers, mainly 
women, is described, and it appears that, owing to the 
extent to which the number of enlistments thas exceeded 
the number of new entrants, the committees have suffered 
a considerable loss of income at a time when salaries of 


staffs have had to be raised while payments were being 


made to members of the staffs absent on military service, 


‘and a special bere grant of £25,000 has: been made to 


meet these lossés. twithstanding numerous additions, 


the strength of the panels has declined owing to reeigne- 
tions and deaths due to the war. On January Ist, 1915, 
the strength of the panels was 15,955, which was reduced 
on January lst, 1917, to 15,293, these figures including the 
doctors on more than one panel, but excluding duplicates . 
within each area. In the same period there has also been 
a reduction in the number of chemists’ shops from 10,304 
to 9,983. A statement is given showing the distribution 
of the General Medical Benefit Fund among the various 
Insurance Committees, and the totals for England are as 
follows: 

Final settlement for period ending Jan., 1914 ... £4,481,312 
Dec., 1914... 4,247,229 
Emergency »  Dec., 1915 ... 4,042,168 - 

a »  Dec., 1916 ... 35,844,936 


The total thus distributed during the four years amounts 
to £16,615,646. It is observed that the emergency settle. 
ment with doctors for 1915 was £10,562 in-excess of 
the proper. amount for a ffhal settlement. This was 
taken into account in the following yon but the proper 
amount for a final settlement for 1916 has not yet been 
ascertained. It appears that up to the end of 1916 there 
had been twenty-two inquiries about doctors, resulting in 
the removal of fifteen doctors from the panel and’ fines 
in two other cases, and seven inquiries about-chemists, 
resulting in the removal of four from the panel, with a fine 
in one other case. In addition, there had been forty cases 
of appeal by doctors against surcharges for excessive pre- 
scribing, and eight appeals against decisions of Insurance 
Committees under Art. 45 (16) of the regulations of 1913. 
Up to the end of 1916 the Commission has withheld grants 
in thirty cases to doctors and chemists for various breaches 
of their agreements, the sums withheld varying fronr £5 
to upwards of £400. 
In regard to sanatorium benefit, in August, 1917, the 
number of approved tuberculosis dispensaries was. 370, and 
the beds in approved residential institutions 11,700. At 
the end of September, 1917, comprehensive agreements 
between Insurance Committees and local authorities for 
residential and dispensary treatment of tuberculosis had- 
been made in thirty-two of the forty-nine counties (ex- 
cluding London) and in fifty-five of the seventy-eight 


” 


county boroughs. In the remaining areas there were only ‘ 

temporary arrangements for. beds in any approved institu-- — 

| tion, but in eight areas there- were no provisions for dis- 
‘pensary treatment.’ The special arrangements for London 


are dealt with fully. - 
‘There are a number of appendices, to some of which > 
references have been made already, but one dealing with the 
cost of drugs and appliances for the insured deserves 
further. notice. It appears that, taking England as a 
whole, there has been a gradual reduction in both the 
average cost of prescriptions and the average cost per 
insured person. Figures are given for each area, but, 
taking the total averages, in 1914 the cost per perscription: 
was 8.2d., in 1916 it had fallen to 6.1d, and the average 
cost per insured person had fallen from 2s. 2d. to 1s. 10d. 
In 1916 in twenty-eight of the total 126 areas the cost per 
insured person was still over 2s., the highest being 2s: 10d. 
On the other hand, in eighteen areas. cost per insured 


person was below 1s. 6d.; some areas have made es little 
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DIARY. 


[MaRcH 16, 1918 


Nabal and Military Appointments. 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE 
f@llowing appointments are annourced by the Admiralty : 
ry Surgeons: A.G. Williams and A. R. Doyle to Haslar Hos- 
E. Tongue to the Egmont; R. G. Tottenham to the Wildfire 
for — Barracks and Yard, vice Ross; J. C. Sinclair to the 
Hannib 


RoYAu NAVAL VOLUNTERR RESERVE. 
To be Surgeon Probationers: H. . E. H. Banks, P. L. 
Richardson, K. E. D. Gray, I. G. Williams, W. H. Summerskill, L. R. A. 
Wells. 


ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE. 
To be temporary Colonel: : Temporary honorary Colonel J. F. 
O’Carroll, pars -Colonel W. E. Hume, R A.M.C.(T.F.), Captain J. A. 
Nixon, R.A.M.C.(T.F.). 


Royat Army MEDICAL Corps. 

To be temporary Lieut.-Colonels: Captain E. '’. Buzzard, R.A.M.C. 
(T.F.), whilst serving at the Tooting Military Hospital; Major C. H. 
Fagge (Brevet Lieut.-Colonel, R.A.M.C.(T.F.), whilst serv ng with the 
Hampstead Military H«spital; C. G. Douglas, M.C. 

Majors E. Rowan-Robinson,(3..A. Kempthorne, D.S.O., and R. G. 
Mer :dith relinquish the acting raiik of Liéiit.-Colonel on reposting. 

.asjor G. W. G. Hughes, D.S.O., retains the acting rank of Lieut.- 
Co.onel whilst in command of a casualty clearing station. 

Captains to be acting Lieut.-Colonels whilst in command of field 
ambu'ances, August 16th, 1915: G. H. Stevenson, P. S. Tomlinson. kh. 
Jvubnson (substituted for notification in ths London Gazette of 
October 13th, 1916). 

fo be acting Lieut.-Colonels em so command of a medical unit: 
Major W. C. Croly, “ee F. K. Wav. 

Temporary Major C. Caddick and temporary Captains P. H. 
Gilliesand J. J. Rd relinquish their commissions on taking up 
dutv under the Ministry of National Service. 

Capt:in W. Robertson, R.A.M C (T.F.), to be temporary Major whilst 
in charge of Robroyston Hospital, Glasgow. 

Captain F. A. Hepworth, R.A.M.C.(T.F.), to be temporary Major 
whilst serving wi.h the County of Middlesex War Hospital. 

Temporary Captain F. F. Muecke to be temporary Major (without 
increased emoluments). 

Temporary Captain W. F. G. Scott to take rank and precedence as 
temporary Captain in the Corps and in thearmy as if his appointment 
to that rank bore date April 27th, 1917. 

Granted honorary rank of Captain: A. A. Hudson and M. MeNiff, 
late temporary Captains. 

Temporary Lientenants relinquish their commissions on appoint- 
ment under the Ministry of Pensions: H. E. Davison, C. R. A. Thacker, 
H. A. Whitcombe. 

Officers relinquish their premiere: Temporary Major G. H. 
Clark, temporary honorary Major H. Pritchard (on ceasing to be 
employed with No. 1 British Red Cross Hospital), Captains O. K. 
Hartridge and H. P. Cuthbert (and are granted the honorary rank 
of Captain), temporary Captains G. W. Armstrong and i. V. Steele 
(on account of ili health contrac on active service), A. D. Morris, 
F. G. M. Simpson, J. S. Taylor, J. E. Manlove, S. re S. "EL Dod- 
eon, T. J. Taunton, L. A. Drake, E. A. Pearson, J. McMurray (on 
account of ill health contracted on active service and is granted the 
honorary rank of Captain), temporary Lieutenants A. Kirkhope, 
Se R. H. Harrison, P. M. Toimie, C. L. Ievers, P. Quinn, E. E. Owens, 

E. C. Burnett, J. Blakeley, G. Gordon, F. E. Mathews. T. Archdeacon, 
H.B. Watson, M. C. Jrwin, J. C. Pearce, C. J. G. Bourhill. 

Temporary Lieutenants to be temporary Captains: M. C. Gardner, 

8. J. McC. Bradshaw, W. E. A. S. Wyborn, MLN. S. 


Bickerton, J. L. H. Paterson, D. Mitchell, J. Ryan, 
P. O. W. Browne, G. P. Jones, H. Ww. Catto, J. Freeman, G. H. Joseph, 
J. E. Rateliffe, D. C. Ogilvie, W. F. Box, N. 8. Sherrard, H H. Archer, 


J.R. Dick, H. E. Batten, J. L. D. Lewis, W. M. Oakden, W. J. Oliver, 
Cc. Lees, J. J. Reidy, H. B. Emerson, R. M. Liddell, R. McCaffrey, 
.2 . Jones, C. J. Marshall, R. S. Drew, D. F. Brown, H. N. Wright, 

J. FF. Allen, V.J. Konavia, E. M. Brown, H.H. Bywater, F. Humphreys, 
‘A. A. A. Barclay, P. W. L. Andrew, J. P. Grainger, L. C. em 
a. Bolin’ C. H. Bannerman, N. B. Stewart, J. T. Titterton, P. L. 
Hope, A. R. H. ~~, W. L. Nicholson, R. C. Hutchinson. E. G. Bark, 
©: fi. ‘Medlock, A. E. A. Carver, R. Montgomery, J. C. Mead. 

Second Lieutenant F. J. Power, from Unattached List T.F. to be 
temporary Lieutenant (substituted for the notification in the London 
Gazette of December 7th, 1917). ; 

Cc. H. G. Gostwyck, late temporary Lieutenant, is granted the 
honorary rank of Lieutenant. 


SPECIAL RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 
Royab ARMY MEDICAL Corps. 

Brevet Major J. N. McLaughlin relinquishes his commission on 
account of il! health contracted on active service, and is granted the 
honorary rank of Major. 

Captains J.H. Ward and W. McK. H. McCullagh, D.S.O., M.C., to be 
acting Lieut.-Colonels whilst in command of a medical unit. 

To be Lieutenants: 
London Contingent, O.T.C.; A. F. M. Fuoss. 


OVERSEAS CONTINGENTS. 
CANADIAN ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE. 
Medical Commissioner: Surgeon-General G. C. Jones, C.M.G., 
A.M.C.. re inquishes his appointment. 

poem ramets Directors of Medical Services: Temporary Colonels H. A. 
Chisholm, D $8.0., and E. C. Hart, C.M.G. 

Temporary Cavtain W. J. MacKenzie, C.4.M.C., reiinquishes his 
appointment as Deputy Assistant Dire:tor of Med cal Services. 


CANADIAN ARMY MEDICAL CorPs, 
Temrorary Major (acting Lieut.-Colonel) A. Croll relinquishes the 
acting rank of Lieut.-Co'onel on ceasing to be specially employed. 
Temporary Lieutenants to be temporary Captains: E. M. Blair, 
E. Craig, A. W. Brodie, H. P. Swancesky, T. E. Perez, A. 8. Lamb. 
L. M. Matthews, C.H P.G. Benning, F. N. K. Falls, B. Cahanna, H. L. 
Warshawsky, A. P. Murtagh, W. F. McIsaac. J, D. Moore. 


SouTH AFRICAN MEDICAL Corps. 

Temporary Major (acti:g Lieut.-Colonel) N. Pringle, D.8.0O., 
re ivquishes the act.ng rank of Licut.-Colonel ca ceasing to command 
a unit. 

Tem ovary Major C. M. Murray to be acting Lieut.-Colonel while 
commanding a unit. 

P. A. Sinuts to be temporary Lieutenant. 


J. R. Cox and M. W. Giffen, from University of 


TERRITORIAL FORCE. 
ARMY MEDICAL ae: 
(temporary Colonel) W. M. Roocroft, C.M.G., reline 
quishes his commission on account of ill health, and ig granted the 
honorary rank of Colonel. 


Royaut ARMY MEDIcAL CoRPs. 

Major A. B. S. Stewart to be Lieut.-Colonel. 

To be acting Lieut.-Colonels whilst commanding a field ambulance: 
Major G. W. Miller, D.S.0., Captainé . F. Munro, M.C. 

Captain H. Pinto-Leite is restorea to the establishment on vacating 
appointment as Deputy Assistant Director of Medical Services. 

Captain G. A. Auden is seconded whilst holding an appointment ag 
Deputy Assistant Director of Medical Services. 

Captain W. Robertson is seconded whilst holding a temporary 
commission in the R.A.M.C. 

Captain J. S. Manford, M.B., resigns his commission on account of 
ill health contracted on active service, and is granted the honorary 
rank of Captain. 

Captains P. J. McGinn and J. Davidson relinquish their com._ 
missions on account of ill health, and are granted the honorary rank~ 
of Captain. 

Lieutenant J. D. Davidson to be ranitaintys 


TERRITORIAL FORCE RESERVE. 
Major IE. Gray from R.A.M.C_ to be Major. 
Captain E. J. C. Groves resigns his commission on account of itl 
health, and is granted the a ie rank cf Captain. 
To be Captains: Captains J. Elias and G. L. Eastes, frou a” 
ee 4 Company, and G. She Travis and J. McGregor, tru 
-A.M.C. 
The announcement regarding Captain L. C. V. Hardwicke, which 
appeared in the London Gazette of November lth, 1917, is cancelled. 


VOLUNTEER FORCE. 

Cumberland Volunteer Regiment.—Medical Officer and temporary 
Captain J. H. Dickson resigns his commission. 

Devonshire Medical Volunteer Corps.—R. H. Grimbly to be tem-—+ 
porary Major. G. H. Jobnson and J. R. Hatfield to be temporary ° 
Captains. 

Durham Medical Volunteer Curps.—D. MeF. Millar to be temporary 
Major. A. Dongall to be temporary Captain. 

Essex Motor Volunteer Corps.—Captain H. R. Brown (late R.A.M.C.) 
to be temporary Lieutenant. 

Glamorgaushire Volunteer Regiment, 3rd Battalion. — Medical 
Officer and temporary Lieutenant ‘I’. John to be temporary Captain. 

City of Glasgow Medical Volunteer Corps.—Captain J. Lindsay (late 
R.A.M.C.) to be temporary Major. Lieutenant S. J. Moore (late 
R.A.M.C.) to be temporary Captain. 

Lancashire Volunteer Regiment, 1/11th Battalion.—Medical Ofticer 
and temporary Lieutenant J. M. Ferguson to be temporary Captain. 

County of London Volunteer Regiment, 14th Battalion.—F. J. 
Fielder to be Medical Officer and temporary Lieutenant 

Kent Medical Volunteer Corps.—Captain G. R. F. Stilwell (late 
R.A.M.C.) to be Adjutant and temporary Captain. 

Montgomeryshire Volunteer Regiment.—W. R. Williams to be: 
Medical Officer with the temporary rank of Captain. : 


Northumberland Medical Volunteer Corps.—A. Payne to be tem’ 


porary Lieutenant. 3 
Somersetshire Volunteer Regiment, 3rd Battalion.—Medical Officer « 


and temporary Captain A. D. Willcocks resigns his commission on *'* 


account of ill health. 


Surrey Volunteer Regiment.—C. H. MeComas to be Medical Office: 


and temporary Lieutenant. 


‘West Riding Volunteer Regiment. 19th Battalion.—T. A. Caley to be ' 


Medical Officer and temporary Lieutenans. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

Homer, C., L.R,C.P. and S.Edin,, L.R.F.P.8.Glas., certifying Factory 
Surgeon for the Shilton District, co. Warwick. 

Situ, H. Elkington, M D., Medical Referee under the Workmen’s 
Compensation Act, 1906, for County Court Circuit No.9 and to be | 
attached more particularly to the Stockport, Ashton-under-Lyne, - 
and Stalybridge and Hyde County Courts. 


BIRTITS, MARRIAGES, AND DEA'THS. 

Lhe charge for inserting announcements of Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths is 68., which sum should be forwarded with the notice. 
not later than the first post on Wednesday morning in order to 
ensure insertion in the current issue. 


BIRTH. 


Cray —On March 6th, at the Manor House, Fovant, Wilts, the wife of 
Richard C, C. Clay, M.R.C.8 , L.R.C.P., of a daughter. 


DIARY FOR THK WEEK, 


Royaut CoLLEeGE oF Pall Mall East, S.W.—Tuesday and 
Thursday, 5 p.mn., Luinleian Lectures by Dr. G. F. Stili: Coeliac 
Disease 

Roya Society oF MEDICINE.—-Special General Meeting of Fellows, 
Tuesday, 5 Sectzon of History of Medicine: Wednesday,’ 
4.30 p.m., exhibition of books, pictures, etc.; 5 pm., Dr Charles 
Singer: Military Surgery from the Invention of Gunpowder to 
the 17th Century. Section of Dermatology: Thursday. 5 p.m., 
Cases. Section of Study of Disease in Children: Friday, 4.30 p.m., 
Cases; Discussion on the Visceral Features of Purpura, to be 
cpened by Sir William Osler. 


DIARY OF 'THH ASSOCIATION, 


Meetings to be Held. 


Date. 


MARCH. 
£0 Wed. London: Central Medical War Committee, 1l a.m. 


APRIL. 
CONFERENCE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF LOCAL MEDICAL 
AND PANEL COMMITTEES, Connaught Rooms, Great. 
Queen Street, London, W.C., 10 a.m. 


1l Thur. 


Printed and published by the British Medicai Association at their Office, No. 429, Strand, in the Parish of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, in the County of Middlesex. 
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